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time defying his mistress, Leicester wrote humbly
to surrender everything and to beg for his recall to
Court. " Here," he said, " I can do your Majesty
no service. There I can do you some, at least rub
your horse's heels, a service which shall be more
welcome to me than this, with all that these men
can give me." More than one such appeal had to
be made before her Majesty was appeased, and
returned to her old-womanish dalliance. Leicester
might be her " Sweet Robin " again, she at length
sent word ; and, hard as she found it to be so long
without him, she would suffer him, for the good of
the Netherlands and of Europe, to retain his post as
her Lord Lieutenant until he had won glory for
himself and her by crushing the Spanish foe.

While this farce was being played out and suc-
ceeded by other follies on the part of his uncle,
Sidney vainly endeavoured to forward the work that
had to be done, and was being made harder by
each day's delay. Antwerp had fallen into the Duke
of Parma's hands on the i/th of August, 1585, and
the Spaniards had since been making other encroach-
ments on the Netherlanders. If the speedy recovery
of Antwerp was not to be hoped for, it was the duty
of the English expedition to keep the enemy at bay
and drive them back as far and as fast as possible.
Flushing being the key to the Scheldt, so long as it
was held no Spanish reinforcements could reach
Antwerp by sea, and Sidney's primary task was, as
its governor, to retain firm possession of it. He
wanted to do that and much else; but his efforts
were frustrated at every turn, not only by the